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1. Faith & Modesty Context
Al-Buraq Education Centre recognises the importance of protecting the dignity, modesty, and privacy of all children, staff, and community members. As a mosque and madrasa, we uphold Islamic values alongside UK safeguarding legislation. Photography and video are used to celebrate achievement, promote community cohesion, and record learning — but must always be conducted with respect, integrity, and adherence to Islamic principles of modesty.
2. Purpose of the Policy
This policy sets out clear expectations for the use of photography and video recordings within the mosque and madrasa. Its purpose is to protect children, families, staff, and the reputation of the centre by ensuring that all images are captured, stored, and shared responsibly in line with the Data Protection Act 2018 (GDPR), Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE 2025), and local authority guidance.
3. Scope
This policy applies to all staff, Imams, madrasa teachers, volunteers, trustees, parents, visitors, contractors, and anyone else who may take or use photographs or video recordings on the mosque premises or during any mosque-related activity.
4. Legal Framework
This policy complies with the following legislation and guidance:
• Data Protection Act 2018 (GDPR)
• Human Rights Act 1998
• Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE 2025)
• Working Together to Safeguard Children (2023)
• Prevent Duty Guidance
• ICO Guidance on Photographing Children

5. Risks & Safeguarding Principles
Photography and video can pose safeguarding risks when individuals can be identified, or images are shared without consent. Al-Buraq Education Centre manages these risks by:
• Seeking informed consent from parents or guardians before using identifiable images.
• Ensuring images are appropriate and modest, reflecting Islamic values.
• Avoiding photographs of children in immodest dress or compromising positions.
• Restricting access to stored images to authorised staff only.
• Reporting any misuse of images as a safeguarding concern.
6. Appropriate Use of Images
Images should only be taken by authorised staff or approved photographers. To protect children’s identities:
• Avoid using full names with images.
• Use group or activity-based photographs rather than individual portraits.
• Children in swimming kits or sportswear should not be photographed.
• Avoid photographing children subject to court orders.
• Always ensure children are suitably dressed in line with Islamic modesty.

7. Consent and Permissions
Written consent must be obtained from parents/guardians before any image of a child is used in publications, displays, or online platforms. Consent is collected through the admissions process and renewed every academic year or when circumstances change. Parents can withdraw consent at any time by notifying the centre in writing.
8. Storage, Security & Retention
All digital photographs and videos are considered personal data under GDPR. Therefore:
• Files must be stored on password-protected devices.
• Cloud storage must be GDPR-compliant.
• Images will be retained for a maximum of 10 years and securely deleted thereafter.
• Images will not be used after a child leaves the centre unless additional consent is obtained.
9. Use on Social Media & Publications
Images used on the mosque’s official social media, website, or printed materials must:
• Be approved by the Principal or Designated Safeguarding Lead.
• Avoid identifying children by name unless additional written consent is granted.
• Never be used in a way that could embarrass, endanger, or exploit a child.
• Reflect modesty and appropriateness consistent with Islamic values.
10. Filming & Photography at Events
Parents and visitors are welcome to take photos or short videos during public mosque events such as Qur’an ceremonies, madrasa graduations, or Eid celebrations, provided that:
• Permission is granted by the Principal or DSL.
• Images are for personal use only and not shared publicly without consent.
• A designated photography area may be established to control visibility and privacy.
• Parents with concerns about photography should speak to the DSL immediately.
11. Responding to Misuse or Concerns
Any inappropriate use of images or video will be treated as a safeguarding concern and reported to the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL). If there is evidence of potential abuse or exploitation, the matter will be referred to the Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) or the police.
12. Roles & Responsibilities
Principal:
• Oversees policy implementation and ensures compliance.
• Approves use of images for promotional or educational purposes.

Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL):
• Ensures consent is obtained and records are maintained.
• Monitors appropriate use of images.
• Responds to misuse reports.

Staff & Volunteers:
• Follow this policy at all times.
• Seek consent before taking photographs.
• Report any concerns to the DSL.

Parents:
• Support the centre’s safeguarding approach.
• Respect others’ privacy when taking photographs at events.








Photography & Video Policy Appendices
Appendix 1 – Photography & Filming Permission Flowchart

1. Image required for educational or promotional purposes.
2. Check the parental consent form for permission.
3. If consent is granted → ✅ Proceed with photography/filming.
4. If consent is refused → ❌ Do NOT photograph or film the child.
5. Store images securely in authorised systems; review after the event.
6. Delete images when no longer required, or after 10 years, whichever is sooner.
7. Report any misuse immediately to the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) or Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO).

Appendix 2 – Photography & Video Parental Consent Form
Purpose:
This form seeks your permission for Al-Buraq Education Centre to take and use photographs or video footage of your child for educational and promotional purposes.
Consent & Understanding Table
	Statement
	Yes
	No
	Acknowledged

	I give permission for my child’s photograph/video to be taken and used.
	☐
	☐
	☐

	My child’s name will not appear with their image unless additional consent is given.
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Images may appear in newsletters, websites, or local media.
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Consent is valid for 10 years unless withdrawn earlier in writing.
	☐
	☐
	☐

	I understand I can withdraw consent at any time by writing to the centre.
	☐
	☐
	☐



Parent/Guardian Name: ___________________________________________
Child’s Name: ___________________________________________________
Signature: ___________________________        Date: ___________________
Appendix 3 – Staff & Volunteer Good Practice Checklist

All staff and volunteers must follow these guidelines when taking or handling photographs or videos:

✅ Use only centre-issued or authorised devices for capturing images.
✅ Ensure children are appropriately dressed and modestly represented.
✅ Do not store images on personal phones or unencrypted devices.
✅ Do not post mosque or Centre-related images on personal social media accounts.
✅ Always confirm consent has been given before capturing or sharing any images.
✅ Immediately report any breaches or concerns to the DSL.
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